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Clockwise fram loft:
weatherd objects
inapire class proj-
ects; posters boast
of alumni credits,
including Trangform-
ers, Ender's Game,
and lran Man 3; Mark
Bédnard

e

Pixel Perfect

Training the neat generation
of postproduction prodigies
BY JULIA CHEUNG

PHOTOS BY BROOKE MCALLISTER

MARK AxD iy geExarn both attended

Vancouver Film School in the '90s but
only erossed paths a few vears ago. Each had
found suceess in their shared profession.
Mark did visual effeets work for feature films
and TV series (Frnding Neverland, Stargate

SG-17. then taught at their alma mater before

launching his own school on Vancouver
Islamel. Ria, with a background in film and
animation, also headed a school there, Five
vears after they finally met, the two have

left the competitive grind of postproduction
wiork to run Gastown's Lost Bovs Studios,
an institution that swings the city’s most im-
pressive placement eate for grads. The prin-
cipals pin that achievement on high student/
teacher ratios—they take only a handful of
pupils at a ime—and their responsiveness
to industry. “Our curriculim is malleable,
which drives most other schools crazy”
says Ria. “We are the only school that
specializes in Visual Effects, so the public

schools and larger schools are jealous.”

John Gajdecki, a visual effects supervisor
whao's spoken at the school over the vears,
is one insider impressed by the Bénards.
He savs the sehool has always been proac-
tive, attracting international students and
helping them get immigration papers and
job placements. That only became mone
relevant after the VEX wave hit Vancouver
around 2008, as B.C. tax credits wooed Hol-
lywood north. Whatever shifts might come
next, he remains proud of the foundational
role his GFVX studio had on the industry:
“We were the first artist-driven company in
Canada,” he says, “and probably the world. |
wits the first guy who went to the bank and
said, 'T need a million dollavs.” They looked
at me and said [ was insane.”
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1971
I HEARD THE OWL
CALL MY HAME
British star Tomn
Courtenay (Doctor
Ahtengoe, The Dresser)
= il.:-\.:ﬂl.ll; ||r|1“-|! sl
o miinister north
of Todino in this
Daryl Duke-direeted
nacke-for-TV

Christmis special.
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1979
AMAN, A WOMAMN
AND A BANK
Crroes 8 7IADOONT
Hedst conmuedy with

A Grastown seiting

fesllows ewer unlikely
rolsbers ([ Donald
Sutherland, Paul

Mnzursky) juggling a

canmparter and a local

phatogrpher hottie,

19800s

1981
PITFALL
I sedson
Former CHC news-
caster Abey Trehek
bosted this game
sy filmaed in West

Vi studlios. He's

called the experivnee

i tragedy: it was the
anly jesh that ever

stifficd his sakury.

§ Eanw’

1984
THE HEVERENDING
STORY
Brelget: 8270
Acult fivve from
Germany: filmeed in
Crastown, follvas a
trohled boy dropped
intto famitasy land;
the film spawned an

animated serics amd

o eeely vicdeo game,

-

1885
ROCKY 1Y
Benlypel: 830M
After a Soviet
superman { Dolph
Lumdgren) Kills
Apuallo Creesd, Rocky

comes to Bassia (i

15 ronads of revenge.

The Soviet fight
actually ok place
it the PNE.

1985-1992
MACGYYER
135 episendes
In Seasomn i, re-
souroefil secret agent
Angus MacGyver
{ Bichard D A
cher=om) maovesd oot
i househont in Coal
Harbour, from which
hee solved erimes

using duct tape.

1987-1951
21 JUMP STREET
102 ephisinles
The lavnchpad for a
vounkg Johimy Depp
was filmed around
the Lower Mainlamd
for the mascent Fox
network, It evange-
lized Vancowver as a
location for Ameri-
can tebevision.

19905

1992-1938
HIGHLAMOER
115 episandes
N, oot the Chiris-
tophier Lambert
original, but he did
appear in the pilo,
Each episode was
shiot lalf hiere and
half in Exrope to
satisfy coproduction

(L& |I HreTmils.

1953-2800
THE X-FILES
202 eprsoces
After agents Seally
(Gillian Anderson,
whar made @ carcer
outof it) and Mulder
(Deawicl Daachaovny
finisted with us, the
workd understood:
w ane—may always

bt maci= i tovinn,

1996
HAPPY GILMORE
Hendged: SToM.,

Adirn Sandler plaved |
a finilod hockey player |

whio takes to golf,
Laseaal ponarsis Iooked
Bkl bant counbda’t
compete with outrm-
geons scenes like
his fistfight with
Bob Barker.

19393
BLADE
Budget: 8450
Crities didn't love
thizs Wesley Snipes
vampine trilogy,
bank 11 gromsed over
o008, so Blacke:
langhs last. Interiars
weere all shot here,
with location work

i Lo Amgebes,
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1588
DOUBLE JEDPARDY
Benlygrt: g70M
This i= memarable in
part for Ashley Judds
turn oz a wronged
wilie (oppesite
Tomumy Laess Fones b
Toww, seadds of local
acters and filming lo-
cations were featured

thivughout




